
MICHIGAN HOST TO NATIONAL PTA CONFERENCE 
Michigan was recently the host state for the National PTA “Emerging Minority 
Leadership” Conference.  It was held in Detroit with over 140 attending from 
states nationwide, the Virgin Islands, and our European Congress (these are 
PTAs in Military schools on Posts/Bases throughout Europe).  Some members of 
the Detroit PTA Council assisted with registration and also attended the confer-
ence. MPTSA representatives were Dee Dee Kemp-Jarrett, a Region F Field Ser-
vice Rep, and Rosemerry Allen, from Southfield PTA Council.  Watch for Rose-
merry’s article on the conference in an upcoming MPTSA Bulletin.  I also at-
tended the conference and found it to be one of the best “Grass Roots” confer-
ences PTA has presented. 
 

Our National PTA President, Anna Weselak, and our National PTA Secretary/
Treasurer, Chuck Saylors, arrived before the conference to visit Detroit PTA 
schools.  I was pleased to take them to Boynton K-8 and Bennett Elementary.  
Boynton presented their great programs for enrichment and Bennett performed 
their cultural dances and songs for us.  We also had time to visit with parents and staff and enjoy delicious refresh-
ments! 
 

MPTSA Scholarship  The 1st MPTSA Scholarship will be awarded to a high school senior at the 2007 MPTSA Conven-
tion.  Watch for the application on our website soon.  This scholarship is funded with the profits from the sale of DSAs 
and Michigan PTSA Honorary Life Awards. The amount to be given has not been determined. 
 

Advocacy Day February 15, 2007  Plan now to attend this important Advocacy Day in Lansing.  The agenda and regis-
tration will be available soon. 
 

Reflections Celebration  Plans are being finalized for a special celebration for our Reflections program.  Remind your 
students that entries are due soon.  I know you will take the responsibility to have your PTA/PTSA meet the require-
ments to participate. 
 

Looking for a Holiday project?  Cold weather is here!  Check with your Principal to see if students are in need of coats, 
boots, hats or gloves.   
 

Our Health and Wellness Chair and Consultant recently held a meeting for your Health Chair.  If your PTA/PTSA needs 
assistance developing a Healthy Lifestyle program, please contact us.  Healthy students are productive learners. 
 

An important part of Ethical Behavior is being a good “role model” and accepting responsibility for our actions.  Children 
“look” up to us.  Make sure you like what they see! 
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President’s Message                                                                       by Barbara Blanchard, President 

Advocacy Day 2007 

Join us!  
Advocacy Workshops  

Lunch with Legislators 
Networking with Advocates  

from around the State   

Radisson Hotel  
February 15, 2007 

Downtown Lansing    
 

m 
 
 
 
 

 
Look for registration materials soon via mail and at www.michiganptsa.org! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured left to right: Shaton Berry, 
Helen Villareal, Barbara Blanchard, 

Anna Weselak, Carol Summers 
and Debryl Ector 
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 Capitol Connections              by Kevin McLogan, Legislative Vice President 
The defeat of Proposal 5 and 
the passage of Proposal 2 will 
have an impact on the funding 
and delivery of education in 
this state respectively, but the 
full extent of the impact is un-
clear.  
 
We need to examine the politi-
cal capital that was spent on 
these proposals. Michigan 
PTSA joined in a coalition of 
education groups that supported Proposal 5, and continued its support from the rally 
of 11,000 in Lansing to the public support of the proposal in the face of opposition 
from both gubernatorial candidates, virtually every newspaper in the state, and every 
public service advocacy group except those connected to education.  
 
The passage of Proposal 5 would have prevented cuts in spending that are inevita-
ble, barring a major miracle of a massive economic boom in the waning weeks of 
2006.  
 
So now what? Do we just shrug our shoulders and move on? In the face of the con-
sequences, we cannot afford to sit on our hands. The lack of understanding in the 
way schools are funded, reflected not only in the letters in the papers, but the editori-
als should give us a roadmap of where we need to start. We can educate the public 
about the way schools are funded. Start with the basics-the money is paid based on 
the number of students attending. It’s amazing that few citizens really know even that 
basic fact. 
 
In the coming months, I will offer up some tips that will help you in your understand-
ing and explanation of school funding. 
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Hi, my name is Nora Naso, I was a preschool PTA member in Ohio and re-
cently moved to Grosse Ile, Michigan.  When I looked for a preschool group to 
join in my local area I found there wasn’t one, so I thought the best solution was 
to open one.  I did some research about non-profit organizations and found that 
the PTA was the best.   
 
On April 11th, 2006 I started a non-profit association called Grosse Ile Pre-
school PTA, also known as GIPPTA.  I now have over 20 members and it is 
growing by the day.   
 
We are an association providing a variety of fun activities, theme parties, and 
outings for its adult members and their children.  We’re oriented toward families 
with children ages newborn till kindergarten.  We are also planning Playgroups, 
Mom’s and Couples’ Nights, and Service Projects.  We’re planning on making 
blankets and pillows for children at Children’s Hospital of Detroit.   
 
I think it’s a great way to get children involved early and for parents to be in-
volved with them.  Children aren’t children for very long.  To be able to capture 
that little time, gives us a chance to enjoy our child’s youth with them. 

 Stories From the Field…                                                          By Nora Naso, Gross Ile Preschool PTA President  

This was on a field trip to a  
petting farm , the children got to  

milk an artificial cow. 
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To celebrate the anniversary of the first National Mothers Conference in 1897, Child Welfare Day was established on 
February 17, 1910.  This observance grew into Founders Day, designed to call attention to PTA’s mission and grow-
ing political consciousness, and serve as a rally point for parent-teacher associations to come together and renew 
their commitment to children. 
 

Founders Day celebrates the PTA’s prominence in local, regional, and national activities supporting parent involve-
ment and promoting efforts benefiting all children.  On February 17 or throughout the month, celebrate National PTA’s 
founders—Alice McLellan Birney, Phoebe Apperson Hearst, and Selena Sloan Butler—and the importance of your 
local PTA in the community.   
 

Include one or more of the following ideas in your celebration activities: 
 

z Present awards to your volunteers.  Distinguished Service Award, Council Member of the Year Award and 
Michigan Honorary Life Membership are all awards that can be given to honor your volunteers.  Go to 
www.michiganptsa.org and click on the Awards tab for more information.   

 

z Recognize your milestones.  Craft milestones for your PTA/PTSA; programs you helped establish, resolutions 
forwarded to your state or National PTA; media coverage; advocacy efforts; or other events. 

 

z Present an Honorary Life Achievement Award, National PTA’s highest honor.  Make a special presentation 
to your “founders” and other deserving individuals who have promoted children’s well-being.  Please visit the Par-
ent Involvement area of www.pta.org and click on Awards for an application, or call 1-800-307-4PTA.   

 

z Prepare remarks to pay tribute to parents and other caregivers, teachers, and student members of your 
PTA/PTSA.  Ask each group to stand and be recognized for the work they do on behalf of children and youth.   

 

z Endow the future of PTA.  Consider asking members to make a financial contribution in honor of Founders Day 
to help endow your state and/or National PTA.  Make sure to report your efforts to the state PTA and National 
PTA.  

  

z Include students in events.  Make sure to impress upon students the importance of PTA/PTSA in their school. 
 

z Call your Council or your Field Service Representative for celebration ideas.  Your council members or your 
state field service representative may have some great ideas that have worked at other PTAs or PTSAs around 
the state.  Email the state office at membership@michiganpta.org if you need their contact information.   

 Celebrate Founders Day 

 Free PTA Training Anytime!  
National PTA’s e-learning courses are a chance for members to learn and practice new skills by taking mini-courses 
via the web.  These courses are a step toward achieving PTA’s goal of making all members informed advocates by 
2020. 
 

Using the internet, a PTA member can access the leadership training at any time of     
day or night and the courses can be completed at his or her own pace.  E-learning is  
a solution for members looking to expand their skills cost-effectively and without the  
need to travel.  
 

The courses listed below are available now and offer valuable, relevant training  
for PTA members.   
 

z Conflict Management 
z Effective Advocacy for Your Child 
z Grant Writing 
z Parliamentary Procedure 
z Planning and Goal Setting 
z Planning Your PTA Year 
z PTA Basics 
z Running a Successful Program 
z Writing and Proposing PTA Resolutions.   

 

Go to http://www.pta.org/local_leadership_resources.html and then click on Leadership Training on the left hand side 
of the page.  You will need to log in to access these resources.  Remember: Your username and password for the 
National PTA website is on the back of your membership card!    
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Psssst!  
Pass It On! 

 

Please pass this and all mailings on 
to your  fellow PTA/PTSA  

officers and members. 

 Honoring Achievement 
Does your PTA or PTSA have that special volunteer 
who makes each event run smoother?  Does your 
PTA or PTSA have a great newsletter or website?  
Does your PTA or PTSA have an outstanding mem-
bership campaign idea?  
 
The Michigan PTSA offers many award opportunities 
for both your individual volunteers and your unit as a 
whole.  Go to the Michigan PTSA website at 
www.michiganptsa.org for full descriptions and appli-
cations for each award below.   
 
Show your volunteers and your unit just how special 
they are!  
 
Appreciation Awards 
Distinguished Service Award  
Michigan PTSA Honorary Life Membership   
Council Member of the Year 
 
Unit Awards 
PTA Member of the Year Award   
Council of the Year Award     
Outstanding Educator Award  
Unit/Council Newsletter Award   
Unit/Council Website Award  
News Media Award     
Outstanding Unit for Parental Involvement Award  

 
Membership Awards 
100% Staff   z 100% PTA  z Michigan Honor Roll 
Certificate of Achievement  z Bright Ideas Award 
Council Achievement Award  z  Gold Star Award 
Outstanding Student Membership z Greatest Num-
ber of Business and Professional Memberships 

Whether your child is in elementary, middle or high 
school, asking the right questions can lead to a more pro-
ductive conference with your child’s teacher(s). 
 
1. What is my child learning? 
2. How do you know that s/he is learning? 
3. In what area does my child need improvement? How can I 

help my child improve? 
4. How are you helping my child improve?  How can I help? 
5. Are you available to meet one-on-one and discuss my 

child’s needs? When? 
6. What are your expectations of my child? 
7. Does s/he meet your expectations? 
8. What are your academic goals for my child? 
9. Does my child meet his/her potential? 
10. Does s/he meet the standards?  Is s/he on grade level in 

each subject area? 
11. Is my child progressing to the next level? 
12. What are the homework requirements? 
13. How long would you like my child to spend on homework 

assignments? 
14. I would like to see my child’s work. 
15. Does my child complete classwork and other tasks on time 

and regularly? 
16. Does my child come prepared to class? 
17. Is my child learning English? 
18. What is my child’s reading level? 
19. How are my child’s learning skills versus test-taking skills? 
20. Does my child have strong communication skills? 
21. Does my child work well with others? 
22. Does my child have organizational skills? 
23. Does my child have conflict resolution skills? 
24. How is my child’s participation in class? 
25. What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses? 
26. What is my child’s learning style? 
27. How is my child’s attendance? 
28. Are there any behavior problems that I should know about? 
29. What are the discipline strategies in the school and in your 

classroom? 
30. What strategies do you use for positive reinforcement? 
31. What is my child’s schedule? 
32. How well does my child transition from different activities? 
33. Tell me what you know about my child. Who is s/he? 
34. What resources are available for kids with learning disabili-

ties? 
35. What is your classroom structure? 
36. Are you emergency certified? 
37. Are you following the standards set out by the Department 

of Education?  
 

 Parent-Teacher Conference Savvy  
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 Achieving What’s Best for Your Child with Special Needs    
If you have a child with special needs, you know first hand how important it is for Individualized Family Service Plan 
(IFSP) and Individualized Education Program meetings to go well.  When they do, children with special needs are 
more likely to be successful.   Effective communication means more productive collaboration among educators, par-
ents and service providers.   
 
The Michigan Special Education Medication Program (MSEMP) has a roster of facilitators trained in special education 
and early intervention issues, terminology, and facilitation techniques adapted to the IFSP and IEP settings.  MSEMP 
can also tailor a workshop or training session to the needs of your school district or parent group.  Parents and edu-
cators are encouraged to build their skills together.   

Both facilitation and training services are provided at no charge through MSEMP and are described above.  Simply 
call the MSEMP at 1-800-8RESOLVE to reach the Community Dispute Resolution Center serving your area.   

Neutral Facilitation 
 
When defenses are high, a trained neutral facilitator can 
help parents and educators work to overcome commu-
nication barriers and improve collaboration.  Neutral 
facilitators help participants: 
 
 

z Hold a fair, inclusive meeting. 
 
z Share control of the outcome. 
 
z Consider all needs and options. 
 
z Decide issues by mutual consent.  
 
z Keep the meeting focused and on track.   

Skill Building 
 
By acquiring or polishing the communication skills that 
make for a successful IFSP/IEP meeting, educators and 
parents engage each other constructively in the IFSP or 
IEP process.  Doing so, they: 
 
 

z Create safe discussions. 
 
z Listen for understanding. 
 
z Frame issues neutrally. 
 
z Generate options. 
 
z Seek workable solutions in the child’s best interest.  

Parenting Awareness Michigan (PAM) celebrates people raising children and promotes year round parenting educa-
tion and resources.   
 
Parenting Awareness Michigan Offers 

· Materials, assistance, and ideas for individuals or organizations to become involved. 
· A link with organizations throughout Michigan embracing PAM goals. 
· Increased visibility for parenting programs, resources, and issues. 
· Clearinghouse services — PAM materials, assistance, referral, and networking. 

 
Parenting Awareness Michigan, also, offers the PAM Packet, filled with items for use during Parenting Awareness 
Month (Michigan celebrates the month of March as Parenting Awareness Month) and throughout the year.  More 
complete information can be found at www.preventionnetwork.com, but some of the topics that are covered in the 
PAM Packet are listed below.   
 
Physical and Emotional Health 
Planning for Parenting Awareness Month 
Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drugs 
 
The PAM Packet is available to anyone who signs up for it.  Simply, go to www.preventionnetwork.com and click on 
Programs on the right hand side of the main page.  When the new page opens, click on the PAM link.  On the top of 
the PAM page is a link to sign up for the 2007 packet.   
 
Don’t miss out on this opportunity; the deadline for signing up is December 22nd!  

 Celebrate Parenting Awareness Month 

Positive Parenting 
Child Development 
Parent Resources via a Help Line 



There has been a lot of talk about our state’s budget lately; first because of the confusion around Proposal 5 and now 
the need to replace the revenue lost by the elimination of the Single Business Tax (SBT).  It became obvious towards 
the end of the Proposal 5 campaign that education funding, and the state budget in general, is far too confusing for 
the average person to understand.  I was fortunate enough to attend a Town Hall Meeting on Tax Reform a few 
weeks ago and thought much of the information would help demystify the budget and prepare you to better advocate 
for children.  Keep in mind that I am simplifying it in the interest of time and space. 

 
Michigan’s Budget is just under $42 billion.  
There are two major funds identified, the Gen-
eral Fund and the School Aid Fund.  The re-
maining monies are restricted for specific pur-
poses which are outlined in the constitution, 
state law or federal law.  The pie chart at left 
gives you a rough idea of the breakdown and 
an overview of what those monies are spent 
on.   
 

But where does the money come from?  For 
the most part, taxes, fees and the Federal 
Government but each fund is different.  First, 
let’s set the record straight about the School 
Aid Fund.  

Myths About the School Aid Fund (K-12 Education) 
Many people still believe that schools are funded primarily by 
property taxes.  Proposal A, which was passed in 1994,  radi-
cally changed how we funded our schools.  Today, the School 
Aid Fund is funded by net proceeds from the lottery, a portion 
of the state sales tax, tobacco and alcohol taxes and small per-
centages of other taxes. Table 1 provides the details.  
 
• The Homestead Property Tax no longer funds schools. 
That is a throw back to pre-Proposal A days when Michigan’s 
property taxes were some of the highest in the nation. 
 
• Only a portion of the Sales Tax goes towards schools.  
Roughly 2/3 of the sales tax goes to K-12 schools.  In our poor 
economy, less money spent on retail items means less money 
for public education.  
 
• NET revenue from the lottery goes to the School Aid Fund. 
Last year, that was around $650 million which would fund our 
schools for around 9 days.     
 
• “Vice taxes” such as tobacco aren’t good long term funding 
sources for schools because each year fewer people choose to 
indulge this making the revenue unreliable.  
 
The K-12 funding problem is only going to get worse.   
Demands on the K-12 budget are set to outpace revenues by 
at least 2% every year, this is called a structural deficit.  In-
creasing costs such as retirement, health benefits and fuel 
combined with reduced revenue translate to a $4.5 billion dollar 
deficit over the next ten years.    
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Restricted Funds  
$19.4 Billion 
    (Things like transportation and  
         federal revenues.) 

  School Aid Fund 
$13.1 Billion 
K-12 Education 

 State Budget Overview for Dummies ☺                            by Donna Oser, Executive Director 

Michigan’s Budget at a Glance  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Fund– $ 9.2 Billion 
         -Higher Education $1.9B 
         -Community Health $2.9B 
   Mental Health 
   Public Health 
   Medicaid  
         -Corrections $1.8B 
         -Human Services $1.2B 
             Family Services  
                            Juvenile Justice 
            Cash Assistance 
         -All other General Fund programs $1.3B 

Source Prior to Reform After Proposal A 

Sales Tax 60% of proceeds from 
the 4% rate 

60% from the 4% rate 
and 100% from the 2 
percentage point in-
crease 

Use Tax  
All revenue from the 2 
percentage point in-
crease  

Income Tax  
14.4% of collections from 
the 4.4% rate (down from 
4.6%) 

Real Estate  
Transfer Tax  All revenue from 

the .75% tax 
Cigarette Tax  
(per pack) $.02 of the $.25 tax 63.4% of proceeds from 

the $.75 tax 

Other Tobacco 
Products  Proceeds of the 16% tax 

(on wholesale price) 
Liquor Excise 
Tax 

Revenue from the 4% 
tax Revenue from the 4% tax 

Lottery Net revenue Net revenue 

State Tax on all 
Property  6 mills 

Local Home-
stead Property 
Tax 

34 mills (average) 0 

Local Non-
homestead  
Property Tax 

34 mills (average) 18 mills 

Table 1: School Aid Fund Revenue 

Source: Michigan House and Senate Fiscal Agencies, “The Michigan School Aid Act 
Compiled and Appendices.” Appendix A, October, 1994.  

Source: Michigan’s Resource Council 
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The General Fund 
Most of Michigan’s $42 billion budget is restricted for special purposes. The $9.2 
billion General Fund is the only real “discretionary” money available, so allocation 
of this is what politicians and special interest groups most often argue over. The pie 
chart at left shows most of what the General Fund pays for; the big ones are higher 
education, community health, corrections and human services.  Because of tax 
cuts and Michigan’s lagging economy, the General Fund has had cuts every year 
for the past six years.  Even before we talk about the loss of revenue from the Sin-
gle Business Tax, the General Fund has a projected structural deficit over the next 
ten years of $5.9 billion. If no growth revenue solution is identified, cuts would have 
to be made.  It’s hard to imagine making double digit cuts to any of these program 
areas, it would mean many of the programs Michiganders currently use would no 
longer exist.  For this reason, many people are looking for comprehensive reform of 
Michigan’s tax structure.     
 
Special Note: Funding for Local Services  
Things like local police and fire are paid for primarily by local governments and off-
set by some federal and state monies.  The state portion comes from Local Gov-
ernment Revenue Sharing, and it is NOT part of the General Fund.  Some special 
interest groups like to say it is because when legislators have cut revenue sharing 
in the past, the savings from those cuts have flowed into the General Fund.  
 
Big Problems Coming with the General Fund 
If you’ve been hearing a lot about the SBT, there’s a good reason.  When Michigan’s legislature voted to eliminate the 
Single Business Tax (SBT), they eliminated 1.9 billion dollars from the state’s budget- that equates to 22% of the 
General Fund Revenue. If this revenue isn’t replaced, it’s going to mean severe cuts in some, if not all, of those areas 
listed. Here are the fundamental questions around the SBT: 
• Do we replace the revenue or radically cut those programs funded by the General Fund? 
• Do we replace all of the nearly $2 billion or only part of it? 
• What form of taxation should replace it? A new tax on businesses?  A new tax on individuals?  A combination? 

 
Possible Tax on Services 
There is some discussion about taxing services.  For the most part, ser-
vices are things that we think of in terms of hourly labor such as the ser-
vices of a plumber, mechanic or a lawyer.  It would also include things 
that are not tangible like golfing or going to the movies. Services consti-
tute more than half of our economic activity so this revenue base would 
grow faster than our current Sales and Use Tax.  There is considerable 
controversy around taxing vital social services such as health care or 
even education.  From a business perspective, a tax on services that 
results in double taxation (such as the services that go into building a 
home) would be a significant deterrent to industry.   
 

Possible Changes to Personal Income Tax & Businesses 
There is a constitutional revenue limit related to the amount of revenues generated from personal income taxes.  In 
1995, those revenues were at their limit but for fiscal year 2007 revenue totals are 15% below that cap. (See graph 
above.)  One revenue possibility is raising the rate of personal income tax and increasing the exemption.         
 
Certainly, there is considerable interest in restructuring the Business Tax and how that would look.  Business taxes 
vary greatly and can be based on anything from gross receipts, payroll, or cost of goods to net holdings.  The need to 
create a business friendly state climate and the changing industries of the global economy complicate this process. 
      
These are just a few of the possibilities.  We’ll get more information to you as the issue progresses. Remember to 
stay tuned into the issue so that you’ll be ready to help work on a solution!  
 
Special thanks to The Center for Michigan, Michigan State University and the Citizen’s Research Council for providing much of this information.   

            
Table 2: 

Major General Fund Revenues 
Figures are from 2006-07 from State Budget Office. 

Tax Type Revenue 
Individual Income 4.2 Billion 
Single Business 1.9 Billion 
Use Tax  1 Billion 
Insurance Tax 270 Million 
Cigarette Excise 230 Million 
Penalties & Interest 150 Million 
Sales Tax 110 Million 
Beer/Wine/Liquor 90 Million 
Utility Property 80 Million 
Oil & Gas 70 Million 
Casino Wagering 45 Million 

State  Taxe s  as  a Pe rce nt of
 M ichigan Pe rsonal Incom e
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Source: Michigan’s Resource Council 
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Do you know what’s in that computer or video 
game your child wants to buy or rent? Just as with 
movies and TV shows, computer and video games 
on the market today are created for players of dif-
fering ages and maturity levels. Some games have 
content that may not be suitable for children. As 
parents, we have a responsibility to guide our chil-
dren toward games that we decide are appropriate 

for them to play. That’s why parents should read game reviews, talk to older children and other parents, and try out 
demos of the games online or in stores before they make a purchase.  
 

In addition to taking these steps, parents should check the ratings on every computer and video game box to help 
choose the right games for their family. Found on virtually every computer and video game package, the Entertain-
ment Software Rating Board (ESRB) ratings provide information about age suitability and describes the content of the 
game. 
 

For more information and resources, go to www.pta.org and search for Video Game Safety.  

 Before You Shop... Video Game Tips for Parents 

Video Game Tips for Parents 
 

Check the ratings. Use both ESRB rating symbols and content descriptors to select appropriate games for your 
children.     

Consider your child’s personality, maturity and abilities. Video game ratings provide guidance. Parents should 
decide which games are appropriate for their children.   

Don’t stop at the ratings. Speak to older children and other parents, rent before purchasing, read game reviews, 
and try out demos of games online or in stores where games are sold.  

Look closely at the box the game comes in. Most video games have screen shots of the game on the back of the 
box showing typical scenes from the game. Additional screen shots are available online at game preview websites, 
such as Game Revolution, GameSpot, or GameSpy.    

Know the store’s return policy. Check with the store before you make your purchase. Many major retailers will, 
however, allow parents to return or exchange games sold to their children in violation of store enforcement policies 
regarding the sale of Mature-rated video games.    

Play video games with your children. Playing or observing helps you understand your child’s video game experi-
ence. Talk to your child and ask him or her about the game, what makes it fun for them, what is the story-line, is the 
game real or make-believe?    

Use parental controls. Check with the manufacturer of your video game system for more information, or ask a 
video game retail sales associate about the availability of parental controls.   

Be cautious with “online-enabled” games. Many popular games can be played with friends (and strangers) over 
the Internet. Often, these games contain live chat or other user-generated content that is not rated by the ESRB and 
may not be consistent with the rating assigned to the game.     

Be aware of “mods” that can change a game. Downloadable programs (“mods”) can alter game content and the 
game’s age-appropriateness. Some mods can contain viruses or spy-ware, making them dangerous predators to 
your family computer.   

Set household media use rules. Establish rules for your children and encourage open communication about their 
media use so they recognize what you feel is inappropriate content. 

” 
        ...Two-thirds of all 7th 
through 12th-graders say they 
have played the controversial 
Grand Theft Auto game.   

—The Kaiser Family Foundation, Generation M: Media in the Lives of 8–18 Year-olds, 2005  



 OMDR Webinars Available!   Register Today! 
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This February marks PTA’s 110th Founders Day. This day commemorates the legacy of 
PTA's founders Phoebe Apperson Hearst and Alice McLellan Birney, as well as Selena 
Sloan Butler, the founder of Georgia's Congress of Colored Parents and Teachers, 
which merged with PTA in 1970. These were women of imagination and courage who 
understood that everyday people, banded together to accomplish a common mission, 
could change the world.   
 
PTA has clung close to the mission and purposes of our founders to support parent in-
volvement and work on behalf of all children and families. We have a lot to be proud of, 
but our work continues. Founders Day is a time of celebration and a chance to renew 
our commitment to be a powerful voice for all children, a relevant resource for parents, 
and a strong advocate for public education. 
 
In 2006, PTA decided to extend our celebration to the community by holding its first-
ever Take Your Family to School Week during the week of Founders Days. This new 
event was a great success in welcoming families to get to know their children’s world at 
school. It was an excellent example of the kind of participation our founders hoped PTA 
would encourage. 

 
Founders Day is February 17. I encourage you to plan and promote your own Take Your Family to School Week 
events. Look for more information on the event from national and state PTA in the coming weeks and get ready to 
celebrate PTA. 

 A Founders Day for Families to Share                                              by Anna Weselak, NPTA President 

Anna M. Weselak, 
National PTA President 

Membership Goes Online!  
 

Learn how your unit can use the Online Membership and Dues Reporting system to maintain officer and membership 
lists, communicate with members, and more! Webinar lasts approximately one hour. You will need a computer, inter-
net access and a separate phone line to participate. 
 

 
 

 Register at: http://registration.intercall.com/menu.php?short_name=nationalpta 
 
 Dec 8, 2006, 11:00 AM EST  
  Dec 12, 2006, 4:00 PM EST   
  Dec 14, 2006, 1:00 PM EST 
  Dec 18, 2006, 7:00 PM EST 
  Jan 3, 2007, 3:00 PM EST 
  Jan 4, 2007, 1:00 PM EST 
  Jan 8, 2007, 4:00 PM EST 
  Jan 10, 2007, 7:00 PM EST 
  

 

; Submitted Unit Dues &  
      Completed Remittance Form   
 

; Minimum of 25 Members Posted  
 

; Bylaws Updated Every Three Years 
 

; Budget & Audit Received by  
      February 28   

Are you  
in Good  

Standing?  



MPTSA  Board of Managers 2005-2007 
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President 
Barbara Blanchard 
1927 Edgewood 
Berkley, MI 48072 
2485428159 
barbjblan@aol.com 
 
President Elect 
Debbie Squires 
2132 Jason Dr 
Commerce Twp, MI 48382 
2487702752 
presidentelect@michigan 
pta.org 
 
Treasurer 
Brian Whiston 
152 Garland Way 
Waterford, MI 48327 
2486819584 
brian.whiston@Oakland.k12.
mi.us 
 
Secretary 
Libby Benton 
522 Gardenia Ave. 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 
2485413934 
libbyb99@wideopenwest.com 
 
Membership Chair 
Linda Bodnovits 
962 West Rose 
Garden City, MI 48135 
7344255653 
bodnovl@gcity.k12.mi.us 
 
Bylaws Chair 
Violet Streeter 
32360 Brown Street 
Garden City, MI 48135 
7344271166 (H) 
7347167022 (C) 
streetv@gcity.k12.mi.us 
 
VP for Legislative Activity 
Kevin McLogan 
503 Poplar Ave. 
Royal Oak, MI 48073 
2483071037 
kmclogan@wowway.com 
 
VP for Programs 
Rolf Weeks 
2126 Lakeshire Dr 
W. Bloomfield, MI 48323 
2488517914 
mrmichigan1ptsa@yahoo.com 
 
VP of Organization 
Bela Antal III 
8613 Liberty Blvd 
Westland, MI 48185 
7343674122 
belaaiii@sbcglobal.net 

VP for Leadership 
Doris Hetzel 
15752 Aster 
Allen Park, MI 48101 
3137438223 
hetzeldo@yahoo.com 
 
Region  A 
Serves Alger, Baraga, 
Chippewa, Delta, Dickinson, 
Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, 
Keweenaw, Luce, Mackinac, 
Marquette, Menominee, 
Ontonagan & Schoolcraft 
counties. 
 
Region B 
Serves Alcona, Alpena, 
Antrim, Benzie, Charlevoix, 
Cheboygan, Crawford, 
Emmet, Grand Traverse, 
Iosco, Kalkaska, Leelanau, 
Manistee, Missaukee, 
Montmorency, Ogemaw, 
Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle, 
Roscommon & Wexford 
counties. 
 
Regions A & B Vice President 
VACANT 
 
Regions A & B Field Service 
VACANT 
 
REGION C 
Serves Ionia, Kent,  Lake, 
Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo, 
Oceana & Ottawa counties. 
 
Region C Vice President 
Vickie Craig 
1111 Chippewa Drive SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
6162476536 
vcraig@iserv.net 
 
Region C Field Service 
VACANT 
 
REGION D 
Serves Genesee, Huron, 
Lapeer, Macomb, Oakland, 
Sanilac, St. Clair & Tuscola 
counties. 
 
Region D Vice President 
Keith Warnick 
800 La Prairie 
Ferndale, MI 48220 
2485479117 
KRW53@aol.com 
 
 
 

Region D Field Service  
Peggy Brack 
3234 Old Farm Road 
Flint, MI 48507 
8107324477 
pfreybrack@aol.com 
 
Mary DeYoung-Smith 
217 Royal Avenue 
Royal Oak, MI 48073 
2485850803 
kevmarsmit@aol.com 
 
Dianna Moses 
325 Wellsboro 
Walled Lake, MI 48390 
2486243987 
designsbydianna@wmconnec
t.com 
 
Region E 
Serves Allegan, Barry, 
Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, 
Cass, Eaton, Kalamazoo, Van 
Buren & St. Joseph counties. 
 
Region E Vice President 
VACANT 
 
Region E Field Service 
Ruthann Jaquette 
508 Pleasant St 
Grand Ledge, MI 48837 
5176279406 
jaquettefamily@comcast.net 
 
Region F 
Serves Monroe and Wayne 
counties. 
 
Region F Vice President 
Connie Lyon 
3604 Parker St 
Dearborn, MI 48124 
3135655932 
clyon02@aol.com 
 
Region F Field Service  
Kathy Carter 
4177 Irene 
Lincoln Park, MI 48146 
3133819344 
kcarter53@wowway.com 
 
Rosie Jeffrey 
8600 Lewis Ave 
Temperance, MI 48182 
4193432701 
stamps4me@juno.com 
 
Kristi Rohrer 
3138 Dean Rd 
Lambertville, MI 48144 
7348548128 
krohrer@verizon.net 

Shaton Berry 
3834 Lovett 
Detroit, MI 48210 
3132189801 
slb2u2@comcast.net 
 
Letitia Kemp-Jarrett 
8058 Ohio Street 
Detroit, MI 48204 
3138345974 
dee@calldeedee.com 
 

Region G 
Serves Arenac, Clare, 
Gladwin, Gratiot, Isabella, 
Mecosta, Midland, Montcalm, 
Osceola & Saginaw counties. 
 
Region G Vice President 
VACANT 
 
Region G Field Service 
VACANT 
 
Region H 
Serves Clinton, Hillsdale, 
Ingham, Jackson, Lenawee, 
Livingston, Shiawassee & 
Washtenaw counties. 
 

Region H Vice President 
Kelly Clock 
PO BOX 442 
Byron, MI 48418 
8108134216 
kelclock@hotmail.com 
 

Region H Field Service 
VACANT 
 
Youth Advisor 
Yetta Hrushka 
34670 Pinehurst Dr 
Livonia, MI 48154 
7345258190 
yhrushka@twmi.rr.com 
 
Youth Consultant 
Melodie Provencher 
9032 Laurel 
Livonia, MI 48150 
7344228397 
mpatow@sbcglobal.net 
 
Student Representative 
Laura Karasinski 
19488 Bainbridge 
Livonia, MI 48152 
7347487095 
Karasin1@msu.edu 

 
Youth Conference Members 
Lindsay Haycock 
38910 Allen 
Livonia, MI 48154 
7344320739 
musikalshorti@yahoo.com 

Lisa Klager 
3624 Old Pine Way 
W. Bloomfield, MI 48324 
2483663249 
idahovbchick17@yahoo.com 
 
Beth Sarlauskas 
9032 Laurel St 
Livonia, MI 48150 
7344228397 
musikqueen@sbcglobal.net 
 
Immediate Past President 
Pattie Bayless 
1022 Pine St 
Port Huron, MI 48060 
8104551427 
plbayless@yahoo.com 
 
Parent Involvement Chair 
Sue Bellows 
31205 Barton 
Garden City, MI 48135 
7344218807 
mumbellows@wowway.com 
 
Programs Health&Welfare Rep 
Margaret Blount 
906 N Alexander 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 
2485481737 
mcblount@sbcglobal.net  
 
Reflections Chair 
Deanna Nazaroff 
28400 Meadowbrook 
Novi, MI 48377 
2483488514 
djnazaroff@gmail.com 
 
Awards Chair 
David Squires 
2132 Jason Dr 
Commerce Twp, MI 48382 
2489216783 
davidssquires@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster 
Steve Hyer 
6825 Dixie Hwy 
Clarkston, MI 48346 
2489220170 
sjh@igdsolutions.com 
 
Extension Chair 
Maryjane Cipcic 
198 Apperson Rd 
Battle Creek, MI 49015 
2699651066 
mjcipcic@sbcglobal.net 
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Have a place or space that belongs to parents. Be specific in what you ask of families.  Give dates, times, etc.  Plan 

activities at various times of the day.  Allow families to prioritize what activities are most important to them. Make 

childcare available or include younger children in your plans.  Personalize your invitations and requests and use real 

language – not jargon.   Have an interpreter on hand.  Have newsletters, etc., translated into the languages of your 

families.  Offer school-based activities that are fun, such at Mom’s Night Out or Family Craft Night.   Recognize vol-

unteers and thank people publicly.  Communicate constantly with fliers, newsletters, phone calls, welcome packets, 

coffee hours.  Share good news.  Have greeters, meeters, and tour guides on hand when families visit your schools.  

Cultivate volunteers.  Invite the community in.  Offer Parent Leadership courses. Create a School Improvement 

Council where parents can set the agenda.  Offer home visits.  Provide refreshments and transportation to meetings.  

Ask families what they want or need, and really listen to their answers. Offer programs for both parents and staff  

together, such as exercise classes, art workshops, and first aid.  

 Help Parents Feel Welcome at School 

Youth and Legislation—Can They Go Together? 
 
Youth might think that the only time they need to hear talk of 
legislation and advocacy is during government or civics class, 
but, in reality, youth can make a difference.  Students in upper 
elementary and middle school can understand issues that 
affect them and have distinct opinions.  Students in high 
school can even understand issues that affect others and 
have opinions on those.  Students can meet with legislators or 
write letters or e-mails.  They are the future voters of America! 
 
I also wanted to invite youth to attend Advocacy Day on Feb-
ruary 15th.  There will be a unique student workshop to em-
power youth to make changes in their communities.  You 
won’t want to miss it!!   
 
This information is taken from Lisa Klager, Youth Conference 
member and legislative committee member: 
Service-learning is a teaching method that engages young 
people in solving problems within their schools and communi-
ties as part of their academic studies or another type of inten-
tional learning activity.   
 
Examples of service learning: 
• Math students make calculations that persuade the local authorities to install a traffic light near their schools so 

as to reduce accidents at a dangerous corner. 
• After-school program participants create a new community garden to “green” their neighborhood as well as 

deepen their earth science knowledge. 
• History students research local heroes identified on plaques in their community and share this knowledge at the 

annual Memorial Day ceremony.   
 
Let’s work on getting youth involved in schools, communities, and advocacy!   

 Backstage Pass to Student Involvement              by Laura Karasinski, Student Representative 



Dates to Remember 
 

 

December 
; December 1st—Reflections Deadline for Unit Dues Paid, 25 Members Posted and Current Bylaws 
; December 28th—Treasurer’s Remittance Form Due 
; December 28th—Membership Roster Due 
; December 31st—Unit & Individual Legislative Advocacy Awards Due to State Office 
 
January 
; January 9 &10—Reflections Drop-Off 10:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. at Walled Lake ESC 
; January 28th—Treasurer’s Remittance Form Due 
; January 28th—Membership Roster Due 
; January 15th—Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 
February 
; February 17th—Founders Day (see article on page 3 of this bulletin) 
; February 28th—Membership Awards Eligibility Form Due 
; February 28th—Treasurer’s Remittance Form Due 
; February 28th—Membership Roster Due 
; February 4th-5th—African American Read-In 
; February 11th-17th—PTA Take Your Family to School Week 
; Month of February—Black History Month 
 
March 
; March 28th—Treasurer’s Remittance Form Due 
; March 28th—Membership Roster Due 
; March 2nd—NEA’s Read Across America (www.nea.org/readacross) 
; March 11th—Daylight Savings Time Begins 

We’re on the web! 
www.michiganptsa.org  
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Donna Oser, Executive Director 
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